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by Alex Gregory 


Don t split Peel Region,_ 
says Brampton < 


Brampton city council held a special meeting Tuesday evening to affirm their position for the province’s municipal review process, say- 
ing that they want to see Peel Region remain the way it is. (File Photo) 


ee 


The stage is set for Peel Region’s fu- 
ture. 

At a special council meeting held 
Tuesday evening to formalize a posi- 
tion for the province’s municipal re- 
view process, Brampton made their 
message abundantly clear - “we want 
to stay.” 

“Our submission to the Province is 
to continue the Region of Peel and put 
taxpayers first,” said Mayor Patrick 
Brown, following a unanimous vote 
from city council. 


a 


The position was agreed up on just 
hours of the deadline for submissions 
to the province. 

Both Brampton and Caledon coun- 
cils have formalized the position that 
the region should remain as-is, while 
Mississauga put forward a position 
last month to separate and go its own 
way. 

Brampton councillors and_ staff 
heard loud and clear from residents 
last month that they didn’t want to 
see the region separate, which was re- 


iterated at Tuesday night’s meeting. 
Brown also told assembled guests 
that the city waited until near dead- 
line to formalize its position to make 
sure they had all the facts first. 

“What we've done as a city is to 
make sure we didn’t make a decision 
first... that’s why we’re making this 
decision on the last day available to 
provide input,” said Brown. 


Continued on Pg 3 
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“We didn’t make a decision first,” Brown says of review 


Continued from Pg 1 


The meeting also included 
a breakdown of resident feed- 
back from phone surveys 
held over the last two 
months, presented by Main 
Street Research vice presi- 
dent Joseph Angolano, which 
painted a disquieting picture 
of how few residents were 
aware of the municipal re- 
view. 

Of the participants polled 
in the phone surveys, 63.5 
per cent of Caledon re- 
sponses and 66.4 per cent of 
Brampton responses indi- 
cated that they wanted to 
keep the region intact, while 
in Mississauga, 48.3 per cent 
of responders advocated sep- 
arating the city from the re- 
gion. 

The surveys also found that 
half of all participants who 
responded were not aware of 
the province's review. 

Over the last several weeks, 
all three municipalities have 
held town halls and commu- 
nity meetings to discuss the 


issue, with a telephone town 
hall in Brampton garnering 
5,000 participants, and a 
consultation held at Peel 
Council Chambers earlier 
this month that brought out 
charged opinions from Mis- 
sissauga residents who were 
confused by the process. 
"When I speak to fellow 
colleagues, fhieyre shocked 
because they don't know this 
is happening," said Missis- 
sauga resident Rahul Mehta, 
who noted that the consulta- 
tion process has been abrupt 
and rushed. "In terms of w 
we need more time, not all 
the data has been collected... 
we don't really know what the 
cost or benefit of every option 


is. 

Compounding matters is a 
second financial report by 
Ernst & Young, which will be 
presented at Peel Regional 
Council this morning. The 
new report, commissioned 
after a financial breakdown 
by Deloitte that stated Mis- 
sissauga subsidizes up to $85 
million per year to Brampton, 


says that the cost to the re- 
ion could be over $500 mil- 
ion by 2028 if it 
amalgamates or dissolves. 
The report was was com- 
pleted and submitted to the 

rovince's special advisors 
or the review, Ken Seiling 
and Michael Fenn, on Tues- 
day. 

In a statement Wednesday 
afternoon, Caledon Mayor 
Allan Thompson said that the 
Town's position to kee 
Sa running as normal wi 
result is the best option. 

“Council’s position to 
maintain the status quo re- 
flects a 'why fix what isn’t 
broke’ approach," Thompson 
said. "We now look to the 
provincial advisors and the 
provincial government to 
consider the findings of this 
report and make a decision 
that’s best for Caledon.” 

A decision could be made 
as soon as August, ahead of 
the Association of Municipal- 
ities of Ontario (AMO) an- 
nual meeting. 


Net Cost of Service 2020 to 2028 


(Total Brampton, Caledon, Mississauga, Peel) 


$26.6 


Billions ($) 


$26.7 


Status Quo 


Amalgamation 


Dissolution 
Blower Bound #& Upper Bound 


A financial breakdown from a new report by Ernst & Young (above) estimates that the cost to the 
region could be as high as $500 million if it amalgamates or dissolves. (Submitted) 


Bill 108 could have “significant impact” on city, says new report 


by Alex Gregory 


Anew housing bill pro- 
posed by the province has 
the potential to negatively 
impact Mississauga’s future, 
city councillors heard from 
staff Wednesday during 
their council meeting. 

City staff delivered a re- 
port detailing the potential 
impact of Bill 108, the “More 
Homes, More Choice” Act, 
which would see more de- 
veloper-friendly planning 
law changes made in order 
to spur high-density devel- 
opments throughout the 
province. 

Among other changes, the 
bill would revert Ontario’s 
planning appeal process to 
its format prior to changes 
made under the Wynne gov- 
ernment, putting more 
power in the hands of the 
developer when it comes to 
contentious projects or 
backlash from the commu- 
nity. 

The mood at Wednesday’s 


meeting was sour, with mul- 
tiple councillors blasting the 
province - and local MPPs - 
for their inability to engage 
residents on critical issues 
that could affect their neigh- 
borhoods. 

"This is just more offload- 
ing onto the municipalities," 
said Ward 9 councillor Pat 
Saito, who said the province 
rarely gives them the oppor- 
tunity to consult with resi- 
dents effectively, and MPPs 
are often absent from plan- 
ning meetings where crucial 
housing projects are dis- 
cussed. 

"The residents don't know 
who's making these deci- 
sions," she said. 

The staff presentation, put 
forward by planning strate- 
gies director Jason Bevan, 
indicated a number of detri- 
mental changes that could 
impact the city as a result of 
the bill, including a lack of 
inclusionary zoning in many 
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areas, no targeted develop- 
ment grants, shorter plan- 


ning timelines and 
developers being in control 
of the housing supply. 


"All in all, there's less rev- 
enue available to the City to 
offer its own incentives," 
said Bevan, who indicated 
that the province’s planning 
tribunal would revert back 
to the rules established 
under the former Ontario 
Municipal Board - going for 
the best planning outcome 
as opposed to what works 
best in regional or commu- 
nity Official Plans. 

The province’s housing 
supply was a key issue going 
into last election, with local 
candidates pledging to spur 
development on tens of 
thousands of units to allevi- 
ate long waitlists for afford- 


able housing and_ short 
supply. 
Municipal governments 


across the GTA, including 


Toronto, have also grappled 
with the new bill, with proj- 
ects such as the Eglinton- 
Crosstown LRT and 
Mississauga’s own LRT, and 
conservation efforts helmed 
by groups like Credit Valley 
Conservation, set to be im- 
pacted as well. 

"How we're going to man- 
age this... I have no idea," 
said Ward 11 councillor 
George Carlson, who ex- 
plained that the deadline to 


respond to the act is at the 
end of May, and that the city 
hasn’t been given enough 
time to formulate an official 
response. 

"We have a week to gather 
thoughts, and then in a 
week, we go back to the old 
system... it worries me.” 

Ward 2 councillorKaren 
Ras slammed the legislation 
as “hypocritical”, saying that 
there are regulations and 
fine print the city isn’t 


aware of yet. 

“We don't know what 
those regulations are. We 
will see cities change." 

Only one day of hearings 
will be held for the bill at 
Queen’s Park, next Friday, 
May 21. 

Participants wishing to get 
involved must register on- 
line by Wednesday, May 29 
at ola.org/en/get- 
involved/participate-com- 
mittees. 
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Peel Matters - Bill 108 Piledrives Prosperity 


by Catherine Soplet 


Mississauga City Coun- 
cillors and the Mayor 
seemed sobered and 


stunned following a staff 


report delivered on Bill 
108 (the “More Homes, 
More Choice Act”) 
Wednesday morning. 


Ward 5 Councillor Car- 
olyn Parrish noted that 
neither more homes, nor 
more choice, would be a 
result of the legislation. 

By zeroing out munici- 
pal authority to collect 
development _ charges 
from new buildings, the 
pay-to-play premise that 
new infrastructure is 
funded to match up with 
new growth has been 
tossed into the toilet - but 
it will not readily flush. 

Under the new Bill 108 
legislation, basic services 
such as clean water and 
sewer disposal will need 
to be paid for from the ex- 
isting property tax base, 
ahead of new property 
taxes being collected 
from new residents. 

Dramatically increased 
ae sad taxes will hit the 

ardest on seniors with 
fixed incomes living in 
high-market value areas, 
along with first-time 
homeowners. 


13,000 residents impacted in Peel 
Region data breach 


Names, addresses and 
family sizes were revealed 
in a data breach that af- 
fected 13,000 residents liv- 
ing in Peel, the Region 
revealed in a statement 
Wednesday evening. 

The data breach stems 
from an incident last year, 
in which the personal in- 
formation of residents was 
mistakenly posted on a Re- 
gion of Peel digital map- 
ping website and accessed 
multiple times. 

On Mar. 13, Regional staff 
learned of the data breach, 
which was caused by the 
data being posted as a “res- 
ident waitlist” on the site. 

The information had 
been accessed eight times 
by individuals who are not 
part of the Region, be- 
tween the period of June 8 
- 13. The information was 
immediately pulled once 
staff noticed the posted in- 
formation on Mar. 13 of 
this year. 

In a statement posted 
Wednesday evening, Peel 
Eegional Chair Nando Ian- 
nicca said that the Region 


will be notifying those im- 
pacted by the breach, and 
that it takes resident pri- 
vacy very seriously. 

“T want to reassure Peel 
residents that this was an 
isolated incident. We are 
currently reviewing our in- 
ternal practices for han- 
dling personal 
information, and will im- 
plement changes to pre- 
vent incidents such as this 
one from happening 
again,” Iannicca said. 

The incident has been re- 


ported to the province’s 
Information and Privacy 
Commissioner, and letters 
are being sent to those who 
have been impacted by the 
breach, he continued. 

In a document posted on- 
line Wednesday evening, 
the Region said that all 
other views of the waitlist 
information were from Re- 
gional employees, and that 
once the data breach was 
discovered, an investiga- 
tion was launched to find 
out how it happened. 
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The ripple effect in cuts 
to development charges 
will inhibit the ability of 
the City to tailor invest- 
ments in transit and so- 
cial infrastructure such as 
public libraries, public 
parks and localized com- 
munity benefits which 
improve wellbeing and 
quality of residential life. 

Established areas will 
not be able to refresh 
their community ameni- 
ties. 

Recently-developed 
areas, such as the north- 
west quadrant of Missis- 
sauga, may not be able to 
refine and complete their 
amenities. 

New developments rife 
of amenities will soon ex- 
perience the social cancer 
seeded 50 years ago in 
bereft tower develop- 
ments, like those in 
Toronto's Jane and Finch 
corridor. 

Mississauga's optimal 
‘complete community’ 


approach, upon which 
the Official Plan is based, 
has been designed to 
meet Maslow's progress- 
ing hierarchy of basic 
needs for safety, belong- 
ing, and connection, that 
foster social mobility that 
leads towards prosperity. 

Prohibitive barriers im- 
posed by Bill 108 pre- 
designs the failure of 
Ontario municipalities to 
meet the basic needs of 
their residents, let alone 
adapt to population 
changes and lifecycles of 
communities. 

The legislation flips 
Maslow's hierarchy of 
needs upside down, with 
a view to piledrive pros- 
perity into paraplegia. 

Here is my question to 
bankers and financiers: 
Will your investments to 
developers who create 
ghettos in Ontario be a 
worthwhile and sustain- 
able strategy? 


Investigation launched 
after early-morning fatality 


A early morning collision 
in Caledon has left one man 
dead, the Town’s OPP divi- 
sion confirmed Wednesday 
afternoon. 

Caledon OPP made the 
announcement after the in- 
cident, which occurred 
around 1 am. early 
Wednesday morning near 
the intersection of Old 
School Road and Highway 
10. 

According to a police 
spokesperson, a male 
pedestrian was crossing the 
road just south of the inter- 
section when he was struck 
by the vehicle. The driver, 
who was heading north on 
the highway, subsequently 
called 911 to report the col- 
lision. 

The highway was closed 
for several hours, as Cale- 


don OPP’s Traffic Collision 
Unit combed the scene for 
evidence. 

The identity of the victim 
was not released as of press 
time. 

Wednesday’s collision is 
not the first fatality caused 
on the highway this year. 

In March, 29 year-old 
Jason Goodlip, of Bramp- 
ton, was pronounced dead 
after an early-morning colli- 
sion that involved several 
vehicles. A second driver, a 
56 year-old resident of 
Mono, was sent to hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. 

Residents with any addi- 
tional information on 
Wednesday’s collision are 
asked to call Caledon OPP 
at (905) 584-2241. 


EKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


A man was working hard 
enough to win a candidate 
nomination for the last two- 
three years, has been door 
to door, person to person, 
and has gathered enough 
memberships. Who is a 
well-known community 
face, a TV & radio program 
host and owner, and a 
down-to-earth, honest, 
clean figure in the commu- 
nity? 

Aman who worked day 
and night to fill out 3,800 
membership forms, put 
$57,000 in the Progressive 
Conservative Party's ac- 
count, and suddenly, just 
the night before, the candi- 
date nomination voting was 
canceled. 

The Conservative Party 
has not said anything about 
this constituency at the offi- 
cial level, but according to 
‘reliable sources,’ the PCs 
has declared a_ person 
named Tom Vargas as its 
candidate after Bob Dosanjh 
withdrew his candidacy. 

There is no mention of 
anything from Bob Dosanjh 


as yet. 
It's hard to _ believe 
Dosanjh, of the Missis- 


sauga-Malton riding, who 
put $57,000 with 3,800 
members in the PC party's 
bag, was booted out either 
by the party or by his own 
accord. 

It's still a bit surprising, 
and all the membership 
money now belongs to the 


party. 
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Whenever there is strong 
competition for nomination 
in a constituency, many peo- 
ple often take various types 
of complaints from the 
party concerned against the 
prospective candidates. 

The complaints are often 
complicated, and some- 
times, it is the political par- 
ties themselves that turn 
aside the candidates, by 
making the complaints. 

Sometimes, the statement 
of withdrawal from the 
nomination (by email etc.) 
is taken from the candidate, 
by pressuring them based 
on the complaints. 

Only Bob Dosanjh or the 
Conservative Party knows 
the real reason for his with- 
drawal. 

This phenomenon is not 
confined to this  con- 
stituency or the Conserva- 
tive party. In many other 
constituencies, this kind of 
phenomenon continues to 
occur, and the Liberal Party 
has sometimes excluded the 
unwanted candidate from 
being given a ticket, in favor 
of an insider. 

With the NDP, it is proba- 
bly not as common, as the 
base of this party is limited, 
which sometimes makes it 
difficult to find a candidate. 

The Liberals and Conser- 
vatives are the only two 
parties that have more con- 
trol in Ontario at both the 
provincial and federal lev- 
els. 

People run to power, and 


OLUNTEER 


both parties are power-giv- 
ing. 
In the third week of Jan. 
2019, the federal Liberal 
Party turned aside nomina- 
tion candidate Azeem Rizvi 
from the Milton’ con- 
stituency and cleared the 
nomination of Trudeau's fa- 
vored candidate, Olympian 
player Adam van Koever- 
den. Azeem Rizvi expressed 
strong anguish over this. 
Prior to the 2015 federal 
election, the Liberal nomi- 
nation for the Brampton 
East constituency was al- 
leged to have discriminated 
in favor of Liberal Party 
member Barras (due to the 
failed candidate) to get the 
nomination of Raj Grewal. 
Justin Trudeau also dis- 
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missed the nomination of 
Harjit Singh in Vancouver, 
who was living in the area 
for a long time. 

Looking back, there are 
many more acts of generos- 
ity by the Liberal Party in 
the Brampton to its favored 
candidates. In the 2004 
election, the entire Liberal 
Riding Association was re- 
bellious, but Liberal leader 
Paul Martin chose Ruby 
Dhalla, who won the elec- 
tion by an excellent margin. 

Some people are being 
charged with discrimination 
for nomination at the Con- 
servative party in Brampton 
East, Brampton Center and 
Brampton West. 

The accusers are part of 
the Conservative party, and 
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Candidate nomination process is all games 


their favorite candidates 
have not won either, or 
were not approved by the 
Conservative party as their 
candidate. 

The nomination of Pun- 
jabi resident Harjadan Kha- 
tra, who won the 
Conservative nomination 
from Dufferin-Caledon con- 
stituency, is also under re- 
view. The picture is not 
clear, but it is being said 
that many members were 
arrested from Brampton 
(out of the constituency) as 
a result of this nomination. 

Many cases of nomination 
untidiness were also re- 
ported in Ontario's last 
year's elections. There were 
many allegations of preju- 
dice on the part of PC party 
leaders, including Patrick 
Brown and the party brass, 
and a case had even reached 
court. 

Even after the removal of 
Brown's side when the PC 
party's command was given 
to Doug Ford, the allega- 
tions of nomination partial- 
ity did not stop. When the 
PC candidate was removed 
from Brampton East due to 
alleged allegations of using 
‘toll highways data,’ the 
nominee was named an 
‘outsider' instead. 

When the PC party was 
away from the Brooklyn 
center, the tribunal camp 
accused some of the people 
of using incorrect informa- 
tion under a "conspiracy." 
The PC party, which was 


RECOGNITHON 


. 


considered a permanent 
constituency seat, was de- 
feated by a very few votes. 
Other such cases can be 
cited from the past. 

The main reason is a 
faulty candidate nomination 
system, which does not 
want to fix the mono-ridden 
political parties. 

Sometimes small 'band- 
aid' steps are taken, such as 
the Conservative Party mak- 
ing it mandatory for the 
person to become a member 
paying the membership fee 
through their credit card. 

Due to this, the issue has 
not been resolved, as one 
can pay such a close enough 
fee for the candidates, while 
others are composed in 
cash. Members of political 
parties collect millions of 
dollars in this way. 

To become a member of a 
party means that the person 
agrees with that party pro- 
gram and philosophy. But 
many of the thousands of 
candidates are not familiar 
with even the name of the 
party. 

It is a matter of hijacking 
democracy, and it also em- 
braces many potential can- 
didates. 

In order to vote for the 
nomination, a_ 'standing' 
member should be prohib- 
ited from recruiting and the 
party concerned should 
have a condition of mem- 
bership for a minimum of 
two years. 
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Seniors to press for property tax deferral 


by Catherine Soplet 


This June marks the 
35th annual Seniors' Month 
in Ontario - but it’s not all 
fun and games. 

When Mississauga Sen- 
iors' Council holds its An- 
nual General Meeting next 
month, more than 60 local 
organizations will agree on 
one key issue: the province 
should implement a prop- 
erty tax deferral and rebate 
system similar to the one es- 
tablished in British Colum- 
bia, so that seniors on fixed 
income can better afford to 
stay in their homes. 

"We put in our unpaid 


time and talent into promot- 
ing and protecting the qual- 
ity of life in our 
neighbourhoods," said past 
president Bob Harrick dur- 
ing an interview with Peel 
Weekly News. Harrick said 
he knows that those efforts 
translate into residential 
property values as assessed 
by MPAC (Municipal Prop- 
erty Assessment Corpora- 
tion), which is the basis 
upon which municipal tax 
levies are calculated. 
Harrick says that over the 
years. he and now fellow 
seniors took their turns to 


coach little-league sports 
teams, run ratepayers' asso- 
ciations and push to safe- 
guard against 
environmental community 
issues, such as the Lakeview 
coal-fired power generating 
plant and the Clarkson air- 
shed study. 

These efforts made for 
good neighbours, and for 
great places to live. Recent 
residential resale values ap- 
proach $1 million for 60- 
year old homes originally 
purchased at a fraction of 
the cost, he explained. 

Now seniors have an eye 
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on impacts arising from the 
Regional Government Re- 
view and Bill 108: More 
Homes, More Choice Act be- 
cause of the potential risk of 
increased residential prop- 
erty taxes on its members, 
who are on a fixed income. 
Seniors worry more be- 
cause their already-tight 
budgets must also deal with 
increased barriers to access 


healthcare services, and 
also subsequent higher 
healthcare costs which 


ensue with treatment. 

Since 2017, a number of 
Mississauga Seniors' Coun- 
cil members have independ- 
ently participated in local 
Member of Parliament Sen- 
iors' Riding Councils to air 
and document their con- 
cerns. 

Recommendations in Sen- 
iors' Council reports made 
to MPs in 2019 drew atten- 
tion to pressures on seniors' 
continued home ownership 
because of the increases in 
municipal tax burden. 

A call-to-action is being 
sought to update the income 
supplement to $50,000 per 
year so that seniors are bet- 
ter able to pay their bills. 


tbaird.com 


Brampton man under arrest 
after rental fraud 


A Brampton man _ has 
been arrested and 
charged in connection 
with a scheme _ that 
preyed on apartment 
renters, Peel Police re- 
ported earlier this week. 

The region’s Fraud Bu- 
reau said last week that a 
man had defrauded sev- 
eral victims over more 
than six months, from 
Nov. 2018 to May 2019. 

Victims were made to 
pay money to the suspect, 
who claimed to be the 
landlord of an apartment 
complex in the Steeles Av- 
enue West area. 

After paying the suspect 
rent (first or last month) 
in the form of cash or e- 
transfer, the suspect 
would subsequently cut 
off all communication 


with them. 

27 year-old Christopher 
Washington, of Bramp- 
ton, was arrested and 
charged on May 10 with 
defrauding the public and 
possessing property ob- 
tained through crime. 

Peel Police also re- 
ported that he defrauded 
approximately $16,000 
from his victims. 

Washington appeared 
in Brampton court for a 
bail hearing and was sub- 
sequently released with 
conditions. 

Police believe there may 
be additional victims con- 
nected to the case, and 
are asking any witnesses 
with information to call 
the region’s Fraud Bureau 
at (905) 453-2121, ext. 
3335. 


peel REGIONAL 


POLICE 
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This winter is certainly 
turning into a doozy. 


Save yourself from another one 
by spending it in Florida! 
If you're looking to rent or 
purchase anywhere in 
the Sunshine State, 
I'm your connection. 


Give me a call at 647-298-0997, 
and let's discuss your options. 


Let it snow, you'll be basking 
in the sun anyways... 


Keller Williams 
Realty Solutions 


Brokerage Independently Owned and Operated 
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S-t+a+r+s & 
SURVIVORS TELL A REAL STORY a 


The inaugural Annie Parker Foundation event, featuring 8 local 
survivors of various cancers who redefine courage and human 
potential through their “second act” in life. Hosted by television sh 

journalist, Beverly Thomson. re. 


Join us for a delicious, post-show reception in the grand Atrium, 
Dress up, take photos and mix and mingle with Annie Parker and 
the S.T.A.R.S. of the show! 


Sunday, June 2, 2019 
1 p.m.— pre-show mixer 
i 2 p.m.—S.T.A.RB.S. storytelling event 
; 3: 30 p.m.— Post-show reception 


Tickets: $95* 


Living Arts Centre 
4141 Living Arts Dr., Mississauga 
Visit www.livingartscentre.ca or call 905-306-6000 for tickets. 


* includes a signed copy of the book Annie Parker Decoded and a chance 
to win a one-of-a-kind jewelry piece by Carlos Herrera. 


PRESENTING A\/|SON AnnieSParker 
SEONson YOUNG All proceeds will benefit Aas Parker Foundation. 


—e- 


Opinion 


| PDN May 23, 2019_Layout 1 2019-05-23 1:12 PM Page 9 


May 23, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 9 


PDSB responds to province’s open letter 


The following letter was 
submitted as a follow-up by 
the Peel District School Board 
Trustees, in response to an 
open letter sent by Peel Region 
PC MPPs last Thursday 


Dear Members of Provincial 
Parliament, Peel, PC Caucus: 


We are in receipt of your 
open letter to all directors of 
education, trustees and Peel 
residents, dated May 17, 2019. 
Thank you for reaching out to 
us and for your stated com- 
mitment to working together 
to protect and enhance the 
public education system. 

As always, we welcome the 
opportunity to meet with you 
face-to-face to share our con- 
cerns so that you can better 
understand the on-the-ground 
impact of recent Ministry of 
Education decisions on Peel 
District School Board stu- 
dents. 

We understand the govern- 
ment's focus on restoring fis- 
cal sustainability for the 
people of Ontario. But, we 
cannot stand by as_ the 
province makes changes that 
affect students without offer- 
ing factual accounts of what 
these changes mean at the 
micro-level—to students, 
classrooms and schools across 
Peel Region. 


Although adding one, two or 
six students to a class may 
seem like an insignificant im- 
pact, it has already resulted in 
the cancellation of many 
courses at the secondary level. 

Fewer teachers means fewer 
options for students. There is 
no room for debate on this. 

The elimination or reduction 
of these courses impacts stu- 
dent choice and can decrease 
student engagement, which is 
directly linked to student 
achievement, credit acquisi- 
tion and, ultimately, the abil- 
ity to graduate. And, yes, it is 
true that schools decide which 
courses to cancel, but they are 
doing so responsibly. 

Their focus must be on of- 
fering courses that all of their 
students require in order to 
graduate with an Ontario Sec- 
ondary School Diploma or On- 
tario Secondary School 
Certificate. 

We welcome the opportu- 
nity to sit with you and board 
staff to help you understand 
the timetabling process and its 
complexities, and how in- 
creasing class sizes can lead to 
lower graduation rates. 

With respect to impacts on 
staffing, we have never said 
the government is firing 
teachers. And yes, staffing 
processes take place every 
school year that can result in 


teachers being declared sur- 
plus to region, but that has 
not happened in the Peel board 
for more than a decade. 

This year, we issued surplus 
to region notices to 369 teach- 
ers and 30 designated early 
childhood educators. Some of 
these individuals will be re- 
called through attrition pro- 
tection, retirements and 
resignations, but not all. 

We informed staff not to 
cause grief or anxiety, but to 
let affected individuals know 
so they can plan for the future, 
and to adhere to staffing time- 
lines outlined in collective 
agreements. 

To lay these decisions en- 
tirely at the feet of school 
boards is unfair. 

Although the government 
claims it is investing more in 
education this year than last 
year, this is not the Peel board 
reality. In fact, based on esti- 
mates provided to us to date, 
we anticipate less funding 
next school year compared to 
this year, despite our pro- 
jected growth in student en- 
rolment and increases due to 
inflation. This is not fake 
math. 

The suggestion that we are 
sharing inaccurate and prema- 
ture information with our 
communities is simply untrue. 

The impacts are real, not 


imagined, and our intention 
has never been to fear-monger, 
but to advocate on behalf of 
the students and communities 
we serve. 

Respectfully, these public 
attacks on our integrity as a 
board undermine our focus on 
student success and do not 
move us forward. We are in- 
vested in what is best for Peel 
students and trust the govern- 
ment is as well. 

Like you, we hope to offer 
our families and staff greater 
clarity in the coming days. 
Once we have had the oppor- 
tunity to review technical pa- 
pers from the ministry that 
outline the Peel board's final 
funding allocation, which are 


expected next week, we plan to 
share the impacts with our 
communities. 

In previous communication 
to families, we acknowledged 
ministry funding that will 
help make a positive difference 
for students and families, e.g. 
attrition protection and in- 
creased transportation and 
school renewal funding. But, 
we will also let staff and fam- 
ilies know where we fall short. 
We have a responsibility to be 
open and to advocate on their 
behalf. 

Cuts to funding lead to 
changes to the delivery of pub- 
lic education. As a board, we 
are committed to working 
within an approved financial 


framework to balance our 
budget and continue to pro- 
vide students with high-qual- 
ity learning opportunies. 

We stand by the information 
we are sharing as we believe it 
is in everyone's best interests 
to be aware of the impacts on 
public education. 

Again, we would be pleased 
to meet with you to share our 
concerns, and to join together 
to make this better for Peel 
District School Board stu- 
dents. 


Yours sincerely, 


Peel District School Board 
Trustees 


Ford’s funding cuts putting students at risk 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Day by day, the barrage of 
new cuts in the wake of the 
provincial budget continues 
its assault on the social and 
environmental infrastruc- 
ture of Ontario -- and it 
doesn’t seem to be coming 
to an end. 

It's not only the secondary 
schools that are being tar- 
geted. It's all over the edu- 
cation sector, as well as in 
health care. 

The following are just a 
few of the government's 
harmful actions: 

- Consolidated public 
health units, which threat- 
ens funding, Wellness edu- 
cation and school nutrition 
programs, among others, 
have also been proposed as 
funding cuts. 

- Closing/capping the 
number of drug overdose 
and treatment centers amid 
a continuing crisis, which 
will result in preventable 
deaths. 

- Subsidizing daycare 
workers' salaries, via the 
cancellation of a $50 million 


funding program that is al- 
lowing child-care costs to 
rise. 

- The flood control fund- 
ing slashed by half to re- 
gional conservation 
authorities. 

- Cancelling tree planting 
programs, for a grand sav- 
ings of $4.7 million this 
year. The trees would pay 
for themselves hundreds of 
times over by removing car- 
bon dioxide, affording habi- 
tat for wildlife, providing 
erosion protection and 
recreation opportunities, 
and by beautifying our land- 
scapes. 

It's true that this is a big 
Wynne-style mess_ that 
needs to be cleaned up. It's 
a whole lot of high-priced 
"management" amid the 
upper echelon, who con- 
tribute nothing to educa- 
tion. 

Talking about the arts, 
these cuts will affect the 
quality and frequency of 
such programs significantly. 
Because of this, many 


schools experiencing ex- 
treme cuts will be losing all 
arts program and many 
elective courses. 

These courses help stu- 
dents in a plethora of ways, 
including boosts in aca- 
demic achievements, in- 
creases in social 
development and mental 
health benefits. 

Talking about the classes, 
for those standing in the 
crowd who have no interest 
in believing a teacher, they 
might want to swing into a 
school. 

Talk with the students. 
They are bright and elo- 
quent and will tell you how 
they feel about larger 
classes, cut courses, and 
most teachers. Talk to ad- 
ministrators, who are hav- 
ing to make painfully 
difficult decisions about 
what courses can run next 
year. Talk to parents about 
how they feel about their 
children's educational op- 
portunities being taken 
away from them. 


Secondary students across 
our board are feeling the 
impact. 

Students who struggle and 
need specialized help to suc- 
ceed are most at risk when 
class sizes increase. 

For example, students 
who require locally devel- 
oped courses with smaller 
class sizes to meet, their 
learning needs are being en- 
rolled in applied-level 
courses where they may not 
be able to achieve success. 

While e-learning is being 
proposed as a strategy to 
mitigate reduced course se- 
lection, many of these stu- 
dents do not have the 
prerequisite skills to be suc- 
cessful in an e-learning en- 
vironment. 

At this time, students and 
families are being asked to 
wait a year to take some 
courses, and others are ex- 
ploring online learning, 
night school, and summer 
school opportunities, and 
some are even looking into 
private school options. 


This is not education that 
works for us. Increasing 
class sizes places more value 
on lowering the provincial 
debt than in investing in the 
future of Ontario's children 
and youth. That is a sub- 
stantial price to pay. 

It looks like Premier Ford 
would love to eliminate 
most public schools and go 


with privately funded 
schools. Leave a_ few 
stripped down,  under- 


funded public schools here 
and there to educate the 
‘plebs' and 'dregs' of society. 

The PC government has 
kept using the blanket of 
Wynne’s Liberal govern- 
ment, and is playing these 
funding cut propaganda 
campaigns with students 
and their parents. 

His party’s slogan is "peo- 
ple government,“ but it 
seems like it's only Ford’s PC 
government. Ontarians and 
parents do not even exist in 
this war of throne. 

In typical Ford fashion, he 
reacts rather than responds. 


It's an unfortunate situation 
that the children in our 
province will continue to 
suffer by having opportuni- 
ties afforded to previous 
generations taken away 
from them. 

I am glad that the city of 
Toronto is taking a leader- 
ship role in exposing the 
shortfunding falls that are 
happening province wide. 

Not every municipality 
has our resources for ac- 
counting. My appreciation is 
to the staff and the leader- 
ship of Toronto, including 
Mayor John Tory. 

Every one of these "effi- 
ciencies" epitomizes short- 
term thinking — penny-wise 
and pound foolish. 

Premier Ford and_ his 
zealots are hacking away at 
the foundations while re- 
making Ontario in the inter- 
ests of the business class. 

The rest of us get buck-a- 
beer and expanded access, 
tailgate parties, and corner- 
store cannabis to keep us so- 
matized. 
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New Peel Police Boat to Patrol Lake Ontario 


Dignitaries and members 
of Peel Police’s Marine Unit 
were on-hand to celebrate 
Safe Boating Awareness 
Week with the unveiling of a 
new state-of-the-art that 
will patrol Lake Ontario. 

The new boat, which fea- 
tures the latest in electronic 
technology, aims to make it 
easier for members of the 
unit to rescue stranded boat 
operators or individuals in 
need of rescue on the open 
water. 

“The safety of our commu- 
nity is of first and foremost 
importance for Peel Regional 
Police, and that includes 
both on land and water,” 
said Chief Chris McCord, 
who was backed by Peel Re- 
gional Chair Nando Iannicca 


and Mississauga South MPP 
Rudy Cuzzetto, among oth- 
ers. “This investment in our 
Marine Unit fleet will better 
enable us to respond to calls 
for service and provide en- 
hanced enforcement to en- 
sure the safety of those on 
our waters.” 

The Marine Unit patrols 
approximately 300 square 
kilometers of Lake Ontario 
and all other bodies of water 
that fall within the region. 

Last year, the Marine Unit 
checked 337 boats and had 
142 calls for service, includ- 
ing 15 search and rescue 
calls and other calls for help 
from distressed boaters, said 
McCord. Some boaters also 
had excessive carbon 
monoxide levels aboard their 


craft, while other operators 
were found to be impaired. 

The boat comes equipped 
with aninfrared radar, which 
is capable of seeing through 
fog and total darkness and 
makes it possible to rescue 
distressed boaters even in 
poor visibility. 

“If you plan on spending 
time on the water this sum- 
mer, ensure that everyone 
has a properly-fitted life- 
jacket,” Marine Unit Ser- 
geant Greg Teague said ina 
statement released earlier 
this week. “Boat safety is a 
shared responsibility, and 
we encourage individuals to 
exercise safe and responsible 
behaviour in and around the 
water.” 


Minister announces boost to community grant program 


Along-running _ seniors’ 
grant program will be re- 
ceiving a $3 million boost 
from the province to im- 
prove active living pro- 
grams, a Minister 
announced Thursday. 

Minister of Seniors and 
Acessibility Raymond Cho 
toured the Mississauga Val- 
ley Community Centre dur- 
ing a_ scheduled visit, 
alongside Mississauga-Cen- 
tre MPP Natalia Kusendova, 
to highlight the value of the 
program, which provides 
grants to non-profit organi- 
zations across the province. 

“Seniors built __ this 
province, and our govern- 
ment is committed to help- 
ing seniors live 
independent, healthy, active 
and engaged lives." Cho said 
during the announcement. 

"We are working with 
non-profit organizations, 
community groups and mu- 
nicipalities to support proj- 
ects that help seniors stay 
connected to their commu- 


nities, access programs or 
volunteer." 

Community groups in the 
region can apply for up to 
$25,000 through the pro- 
gram, which are to be used 
for local programs and sup- 
port initiatives that benefit 
seniors. The current round 
of intake for the program 
will run through June 27. 

The province’s senior pop- 
ulation is increasing at a 
rate of over 100,000 people 
per year, with municipali- 
ties in Peel also seeing in- 
creased projections for 
seniors’ living in the region 
within the next two decades. 

Nearly three million resi- 
dents within the province 
will be over the age of 65 by 
the year 2023, Cho said. 

The program is also de- 
signed to help support sen- 
iors in underserved 
communities across the 
province, serve multicul- 
tural communities and pro- 
mote projects that prevent 
social isolation and elder 


abuse, Cho told the crowd. 

Larger incorporated non- 
profits can apply for the 
program through a new 
“one-window’ service _ lo- 
cated on the Grants Ontario 
website, which will allow for 
easier follow-up and 
streamlining. 

In a statement Friday, 
Minister of Tourism 
Michael Tibollo said that 
the province is increasing 
the focus on making the 
province a place to be phys- 
ically active. 

"Physical activity im- 
proves physical, emotional 
and cognitive functions at 
any age — that is why we are 
working to ensure Ontari- 
ans across the province stay 
active and engaged," said 
Tibollo. 

Groups interested in reg- 
istering for the program can 
call the Seniors’ Community 
Grant office at (1-833-724- 
4636) or email seniorscom- 
munitygrant@ontario.ca. 


LAKESHORE 


POOLS & HOT TUBS 


Swimming Pool 
& Hot Tub Service 


905-891-8818 


lakeshorepoolsandtubs.com 
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Caledon software company bets big on gardens 


RotoGro International Ltd. is 
a manufacturer of a system 
that may revolutionize how 
things are grown, the technol- 
ogy is evolving and could be a 
game-changer. 

Managing director Michael 
Carli and business develop- 
ment officer Jordan Carlin re- 
cently sat down to discuss the 
business, why they joined the 
company and why Caledon is 
the center of their operations. 


Describe what you do. 


Michael: We are a multi- 
faceted company, but every- 
thing we do i focused on 
developing both the equipment 
and software to grow the high- 
est quality plants in the most 
efficient way. 

We own and manufacture 
our proprietary RotoGro rota- 
tional hydroponic garden sys- 
tems, and we also have 
proprietary rights to a fertiga- 
tion system (which delivers 
both fertilizers and water) that 
serves either multi-unit hydro- 
ponic systems or traditional 
flat-bed operations. 

We hold a Health Canada li- 
cense for the analysis of lawful 
cannabis which is conducted by 
our botanists at our laboratory, 
located here in Caledon. 

Our system fills a growing 
need in the cannabis industry: 
it produces higher yields in less 
space at lower costs. 

The system is also utilized to 
cultivate fresh produce/perish- 
ables such as lettuce. 


We have been operating our 
business from our Caledon fa- 
cility for a couple years. It sits 
at approximately 20,000 sq. ft., 
comprised of a botanical labo- 
ratory, grow rooms, our manu- 
facturing facility, and our 
administrative offices. 

We have 15 employees, in- 
cluding our engineers, plant 
scientists/botanists, and de- 
signers. 


Talk about your journey with 
the company. 


Michael: I have been involved 
with the company in various 
roles for over 20 years, initially 
providing legal counsel. Since 
the initial public offering for 
the Australian company in 
2017, I have been the Managing 
Director. 

I realized very early on the 
great potential for this busi- 
ness. It’s exciting to be a mem- 
ber of a dynamic team in a 
growth industry. 

Jordan: I started with Ro- 
toGro this year, in January. 

I have always had a career in 
business-to-business sales but 
was interested in the cannabis 
industry as a new growth in- 
dustry and decided to come 
work for RotoGro. 

After seeing the potential in 
the product, the technology is 
so exciting and once I spoke to 
the people here -- knowing the 
whole team is working toward 
a common goal -- I knew it was 
something I wanted to be part 
of. 


Michael: Some people may 
be tentative about our technol- 
ogy and the innovative way we 
cultivate plants but whenever 
someone visits our facility to 
witness what we do first-hand, 
there is a wow factor. Our op- 
eration is very impressive. 

Jordan: Once I saw all the 
pieces in place - and the com- 
mon mentality throughout the 
organization of “how do we 
continue to grow the company 
and achieve success with the 
total array of solutions we can 
provide” -- that’s what I was 
looking for in my career, and 
the dynamic here is great. 


What brought the company to 
Caledon? 


Michael: The inventor of the 
system lives in Caledon; oper- 
ating the business from a facil- 
ity close to home was 
important to him. 

The real estate search for our 
building brought us to Caledon. 
The price was right and there’s 
good access to transportation 
and the airport, which is im- 
portant for our business. 

We also committed to the lo- 
cation having already had pos- 
itive experiences working with 
the Town. There is red tape 
wherever you go, but the Town 
is proactive in dealing with 
business owners here. 

Our intention is to also culti- 
vate at another facility in Cale- 
don once our Health Canada 
license is processed. We’re not 
interested in going anywhere 


else, we want to grow our busi- 
ness here. 


Do you find it challenging to 
be ina business associated with 
cannabis? And eventually being 
a cultivator: is there a stigma 
that goes along with that? 


Jordan: | attended the public 
meeting for the zoning by-law 
change recently; there were a 
number of interested parties 
there, but no negativity about 
having the industry here. 

It’s important that the munic- 
ipality does their due diligence. 
It’s very positive that Caledon is 
dealing with this as a new in- 
dustry and doing what they 
need to do, rather than saying 
no based on stigma. 

It’s always good when local 


government is onside. When 
business is following the Health 
Canada requirements then you 
end up with good, clean phar- 
maceutical grade facilities. It is 
important for local govern- 
ments, landlords and the gen- 
eral public to understand this. 

Some landlords are not 
happy about the cultivators, but 
it’s an education process and 
we’re happy to do that. We 
have been able to navigate the 
process. 


How do you hope to evolve 
the company/technology? 


Michael: I see so much poten- 
tial for our technology: Down 
the line, when the company is 
able to do so, I see the possibil- 
ity of using our system in re- 


mote areas of our country, like 
the far north, where they have 
difficulty sourcing affordable 
fresh produce. 

Our system may also be used 
to cultivate produce for our 
military in remote or hostile 
areas. Almost any leafy veg- 
etable or berry can be grown 
using our system. 

There has been a significant 
amount of upfront investment, 
but our business is turning the 
corner. Jordan is working on 
some significant sales orders 
that will provide good cash 
flow. Our achievements over 
the past six months have been 
invigorating. 

For more information, visit 
rotogro.com. 
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by Surjit Singh Flora 


Going abroad has been a 
status symbol and craze with 
Punjabis for many years, with 
their focus often being on 
Canada and Australia as des- 
tinations for quite some time. 

Clearing the International 
English Language Training 
System (IELTS) is now the ul- 
timate goal. A myopia of 
drugs is only adding to the 
problem. 

The Sikh community seems 
to hardly realize that Sikhs 
are a forward-looking com- 
munity which believes in 
moving with the times. Fa- 
naticism has no place in 
Sikhism. Many Sikhs might 
be baptized, but an equal pro- 
portion of individuals in Pun- 
jab are clean-shaven. 

Most Sikhs believe in the 
holy Guru Granth Sahib (the 
Holy book of Sikhs), yet many 
residents of Punjab are not 
particular about the prescrip- 
tion of Five Ks by the tenth 
guru. 

Outside Punjab, more Sikhs 
like to keep their hair (Kesh) 
and wear a turban, a proud 
symbol of their identity. 

Sikhs, by nature, are gre- 
garious, broad-minded and 
progressive. Hence the urge 
to go abroad for greener pas- 
tures, despite the odds. 

Going abroad has been a 
status symbol and craze for 
many of them, but it also al- 
leged that there is a nexus of 
human traffickers, officials 
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and politicians in Punjab who 
encourage young Punjabis to 
leave their homes to illegally 
enter the Canada/US and 
charge Rs 35-50 lakhs from 
each individual. 

Human trafficking is a 
criminal act which affects the 
global community, and conse- 
quently, Punjabis are also vic- 
tims of this episode. The 
Punjabis’ enthusiasm to mi- 
grate to affluent countries in 
search of greener pastures 
has given traffickers the 
means to exploit them. 

With the Canadian govern- 
ment being the most liberal 
among developed countries 
in the granting of Permanent 
Residency (PR) and opening 
up as many as 200 colleges to 
international students, Pun- 
jabi youth are making full use 
of the opportunity. 

As many as 125,000 stu- 
dents from the state chose 
Canada this year for educa- 
tion, both parents and aspir- 
ing students. 

First of all, Canada needs at 
least three hundred thousand 
immigrants every year to sus- 
tain the population level -- in 
other words, to maintain its 
dwindling population. 

The Canadian government 
prefers to provide residency 
status to students and foreign 
workers currently working in 
Canada, and bringing some- 
one from overseas as perma- 
nent residency is no longer a 


and h 
the fi 


OFFICE 


—e- 


‘Opinion May 23, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 12 


Drug smuggling has become a problem for Canada’s Punjabis 


priority, though this process 
still works under certain 
provincial and __ federal 
streams at a negligible level. 

If an inspiring student who 
actually wants to study, earn 
a degree, diploma and em- 
bark on a PR status path 
takes a loan and spends every 
single penny, it is still a fair 
deal. 

On the other side, there are 
some individuals, who I char- 
itably refer to as “scum”, who 
either end up in jails, fail to 
get any legal status, flee back 
to Punjab after committing a 
crime or are deported. A cor- 
rupt bureaucracy, culture of 
corruption, and declining val- 
ues on all fronts made this 
generation head beyond 
India's borders, 

A good choice can follow. If 
you have a mission, desire, 
dreams, sources, even need- 
ing to get a loan to meet this 
objective, that you will be 
able to pay it back. Just go for 
it - there is no doubt you will 
succeed. 

However, many of them 
have bad habits or bad com- 
pany, or are poor, stressed 
from loan, being in a new 
country, meeting new people, 
a lack of English fluency. This 
pushes them into drug smug- 
gling, which starts eating 
away at our Punjabi youth. As 
soon they land here with big 
dreams of getting rich 
overnight, the disease 


Hello Mississauga 
Meet your new Member of Provincial Parliament 
NATALIA KUSENDOVA 


Dear neighbours, | am honoured by the opportunity to serve fai r 
elp. My staff and fare looking forward to meeting you & assisting with any of 
flowing services: 


* Anniversary, special occasion and birthday scrolls 
* Birth / Marriage / Death Certificates 

* Ontario Disability Support Program 

* Ministry of Transportation 
* [Information on various government programs 


My doors are always open! 
Yours Truly, 


Jafalia (whmdoea 


spreads. The desire to earn 
quick money without any 
hard work has pushed many 
Punjabi youth into drug traf- 
ficking. 

Last year, a Punjabi hus- 
band and wife were caught by 
the RCMP with cocaine worth 
approximately $8.4 million. 

It was a large consignment 
of drugs being taken from the 
U.S. to Calgary. Several Pun- 
jabi couples were arrested in 
connection with the cocaine. 

The drug business has been 
a problem for around ten 
years in Punjab and has se- 
verely affected its youth. 

Thousands of youths have 
lost their lives following drug 
abuse. Thousands more have 
become physically impaired 
due to drug addiction. 

Last year in Vancouver, a 
number of Punjabi youths 
died thanks to this phenome- 
non. The British Columbia 
coroner recently announced 
that in 2017 there were 1,422 
deaths from illicit drug over- 
dose deaths. That’s up from 
993 in 2016. 

Among the gangs of drug 
smugglers, there are dozens 
of Punjabi Sikhs. It seems 
now that in Canada and the 
U.S., Punjabi truck drivers 
have started smuggling 
drugs. This is a very danger- 
ous trend. 

Punjabis are recognized for 
their hard work around the 
world and the Punjabi com- 


Centre! 


munity is well-known in 
Canada. 

There are now 18 Sikh 
politicians federally, as well 
as several federal cabinet 
ministers. There are also 
many legislators and minis- 
ters in each provincial gov- 
ernment. Punjabis have also 
made a big name for them- 
selves in the fields of employ- 
ment, education, IT, medical, 
etc. 

But now, we see part of our 
new generation heading to- 
wards drug piracy — it isa 
very unfortunate and danger- 
ous trend. Some of these 
drugs originate in 
Afghanistan, where there is a 
large amount of opium culti- 
vation. 

The drug from Afghanistan 
then goes to Pakistan and 
then to the border. Some 
parts of the drug from Punjab 
go straight to foreign coun- 
tries and some parts are sent 
to Canada, U.S. and other 
countries through Mumbai 
and Nepal. A large racket 
works at the international 
level of drug trafficking. 

The Punjabi community’s 
new generation is being lured 
by the promise of making 
money fast. Our societies 
need to start campaigning 
against this deadly tendency. 

In Calgary, Vancouver and 
Toronto, there are also indi- 
cations that Punjabis in the 
truck business have turned to 


* Trillium Drug Plan 
* Ontario Works 
- Family Responsibility Office 


* Hydro One Inquiries 


QUEEN'S PARK OFFICE 


Brn hy i 


ler FE 


1 Le 


drug smuggling. 

Our families have worked 
hard and have lived well, all 
by respectable work. We have 
gained lots of respect in 
Canadian society. After just 
about a hundred years of 
hard work from our elders, 
we have been able to achieve 
strong positions in countries 
such as Canada. But if some- 
one wants to spoil the image, 
it’s a game of minutes. 

It is the advice of our gurus 
that without hunger and pa- 
tience, hunger does not end. 
Money, profit, and popularity 
lead us astray. 

In countries like Canada, 
we enjoy a variety of conven- 
iences. Human rights and 
laws give us protection. We 
are mostly safe from all 
forms of discrimination. But 
if we get involved in illegal 
trades, it not only destroys 
the lives of individuals, but it 
also causes embarrassment 
for the entire Sikh commu- 
nity. 

Therefore, it is the duty of 
our families that in the care 
of our youth, they should not 
be allowed to get involved in 
extravagant, cheap, and des- 
perate pursuits. 

The couple caught last year, 
who have lived a beautiful 
life up until now, may find 
themselves in jail for their 
misdeeds. 
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Natalia Kusendova is the youngest female MPP elected to Ontario's 42nd Parliament. As a Registered 
Nurse, she is passionate about Bringing health-care transformation to our province, She is proud of her 
Polish & Slovakian roots and proud to call Mississauga home for the last 1? years. 
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Hockey pros raise funds during inaugural tournament 


by Alex Gregory 


The teams face off during the inaugural < 
Brampton Celebrity Hockey Classic, held last 
Thursday at Cassie Campbell Community 
Centre. (PWN Staff Photos) 


The Cassie Campbell Com- 
munity Centre was star cen- 
tral last Thursday, as hockey 
alumni, politicians and com- 
munity teams raised money 
for a worthwhile cause dur- 
ing the inaugural Brampton 
Celebrity Hockey Classic 

The star-studded tourna- 
ment featured participation 
from several Toronto Maple 
Leafs alumni, including 
Wendel Clark, Rick Vaive, 
Shayne Corson, Wayne 
Primeau and others, who 
took on teams from across 
the city to raise money for 
Easter Seals Ontario. 

More than $80,000 was 
raised through the tourna- 
ment, which included a 
round-robin series of games 
between alumni and local 
teams, a post-game lunch- 
eon and opportunity for 
participants to get up close 
and personal with their fa- 


vorite stars. 

“It’s all for the kids,” said 
Clark, who led a Q&A after 
the tournament, along with 
a presentation to the teams 
who raised the most money 
for Easter Seals. 

Mayor Patrick Brown’s 
hockey raised the most with 
his team, with $19,531 
raised, while Councillor 
Michael Palleschi raised the 
most of any one participant, 
with $6,250 raised on his 
own. 

Easter Seals Ontario Pres- 
ident Kevin Collins, who has 
helped to organize similar 
charitable hockey tourna- 
ments throught the 
province, said the inaugural 
Brampton tournament was 
a great success, and was 
looking forward to holding 
the event again next year. 

“We want to stay in 
Brampton, and we want to 


| ial is 


grow in Brampton,” said 
Collins, who singled out the 
volunteers from both Easter 
Seals and the city who 
helped make the event a 
success. 

The tournament helps 
raise much-needed funds to 
support individuals with 
disabilities. 

Easter Seals Ontario Am- 
bassador Graham Baskin, 
who received a commemo- 
rative jersey after the 
games, said that the tourna- 
ment has helped kids with 
disabilities who wouldn’t 
have had a chance other- 
wise. 

“Although I have a disabil- 
ity, it doesn’t stop me from 
doing what I love,” said 
Baskin, who explained that 
raised funds support sum- 
mer camps held by Easter 
Seals, with hundreds attend- 
ing each year. 


Get your Peel Weekly News FEEKLY surscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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The Four-Legged Stool of Cardiovascular Disease - Part II 


by Dr. Peter Woznik 


A week ago, we spoke 
about the first two legs of 
the cardiovascular disease 
“stool”: cholesterol and 
blood pressure. Today, let’s 
dive into the other two legs, 
blood sugar and inflamma- 
tion. 

When we consume food, it 
breaks down into three 
macronutrient categories: 
fat, protein, and carbohy- 
drates. Carbohydrates range 
from the starches found in 
vegetables and grains, to the 
sugars found in fruit and 
processed food. 

Either way, these carbohy- 
drates are broken down into 
sugar, the most basic build- 
ing block of carbohydrates, 
and are then absorbed. 

If we eat large doses of 
carbohydrates, it may end 


up spiking our blood sugar. 
This will especially be the 
case if we consume them 
without fibre, protein, 
and/or fat. 

These three nutrients help 
to slow down absorption of 
carbohydrates, and there- 
fore result in more moder- 
ate blood sugar levels. 

Our bodies can deal with 
blood sugar spikes fairly 
well when we’re young and 
healthy, since the body re- 
leases large amounts of in- 
sulin to cause the blood 
sugar to be converted into 
other forms of energy. 

However, if someone re- 
peatedly has these large 
doses of carbohydrates 
without fibre, protein, 
and/or fat, their insulin sen- 
sitivity may decrease over 


time. After too many years 
of this abuse, a person can 
develop high blood sugar. 

Your doctor may test your 
fasting blood sugar, which is 
a decent snapshot in time of 
your blood sugar. However, 
they may also test your He- 
moglobin A1iC (“HbAiC”), 
which is an even better test 
since it is a good measure- 
ment of your blood sugar 
control over the past 3 
months. 

This is one excellent way 
therefore to assess your risk 
of heart attack and stroke. 

When my patient’s HbA1C 
is elevated, as you may 
guess, I work with decreas- 
ing carbohydrates (espe- 
cially sugars) and increasing 
fibre, protein, and good fats. 
I also work with decreasing 


total calorie consumption, 
since weight loss will also 
improve insulin sensitivity. 

The last large factor in 
heart attack and stroke risk 
is inflammation. Simply put, 
inflammation is chaos on 
the cellular level. 

When we fall and bump 
our knee, for example, a lot 
of local inflammation hap- 
pens; blood floods the area 
in order to try and heal the 
local tissues. This blood fill- 
ing the area stretches the 
tissues, causing pain. 

Harder to grasp, however, 
is system-wide inflamma- 
tion. This can result from 
many factors, ranging from 
stress, to poor sleep, to 
chronic pain, to poor nutri- 
tion and digestion. 

Your system-wide inflam- 


mation can be easily meas- 
ured by a test called highly 
sensitive C-Reactive Protein, 
or “hsCRP”. This test corre- 
lates very well to the risk of 
a heart attack or stroke. 

As Naturopathic Doctors, 
we have effective ways of 
helping people lower their 
hsCRP. 

We can help by treating 
the aforementioned factors, 
in addition to using anti-in- 
flammatory compounds 
such as ginger, curcumin, 
and omega-3 fish oil. 

With regards to the last 2 
nutraceuticals in particular, 
it is important to get the 
right supplement product, 
as many products are either 
not absorbed well or do not 
have high enough levels of 
the active ingredient to be 


effective. 

Ask your Naturopathic 
Doctor which products they 
recommend for these nu- 
traceuticals. 

Hopefully this two-part 
series has helped your un- 
derstanding of the number 
one cause of death in North 
America, and given you 
some direction in terms of 
what to talk about with your 
doctors to ensure you’re 
doing all you can to reduce 
your risk. 


Yours in health, 


Dr. Peter Woznik, ND, Core 

Optimum Health Centre 
(416) 613-8110 
thinkcore.ca 


Shift Concussions - Post-Injury Management 


by Dr. Pat Graham 


Our Shift Concussion 
Management Program pro- 
vides an advanced approach 
to concussion awareness 
and management, guiding 
injured athletes to a safe re- 
turn to both sport participa- 
tion and daily life activities. 

It is well established that 
concussions tend to go un- 
derreported in youth sports, 
and this stems, in part, from 
a lack of knowledge of both 
the signs and symptoms of a 
concussion and the proper 
recognition and manage- 
ment of the injury. 

Our program emphasizes 
a continuum of care from 
education and baseline test- 
ing to injury management 
and return-to-play. 


What to do if you’ve sus- 
tained a Concussion: 


Following a_ suspected 
concussion, it is recom- 
mended that you consult a 
Medical Physician (Family 
GP or Sport Physician) as 
early as possible for medical 
evaluation. Most sport-re- 
lated concussion injuries do 
not require emergent care. 
It is also important that the 
athlete remain under close 
observation over the first 
few hours following their in- 
jury, and should not be left 
alone or allowed to drive. 


When to go to the hospital: 


Emergency evaluation is 
warranted in situations of 


deteriorating mental status, 
such as increasing confusion 
and difficulty recognizing 
people or places. 

Other symptoms requiring 
immediate medical atten- 
tion include worsening 
headache; worsening nau- 
sea or vomiting, and exces- 
sive drowsiness or lethargy. 

When a concussion is sus- 
pected, we also recommend 
booking an initial assess- 
ment as early as possible 
with one of Shift’s health- 
care providers. 

Even if you have not had a 
baseline assessment with 
Shift, we will assess your in- 
jury and provide you with a 
management strategy to aid 
in your recovery. 


What to expect at your Ini- 
tial Assessment? 


Our Healthcare Providers 
will conduct a thorough 
post-injury evaluation in 
order to gain a complete pic- 
ture of your injury and how 
it has impacted you. 

This includes a detailed in- 
terview in order to obtain 
information on how the in- 
jury occurred, how you felt 
immediately after, how 
you're currently feeling, 
your history of previous 
concussions, your current 
and past medical conditions, 
previous trauma/injury and 
medications. 

The physical examination 
provides us with insight into 
the severity of your injury, 


as well as specific impair- 
ments that may need to be 
addressed as part of an on- 
going management strategy. 

This portion of testing 
may include a combination 
of several elements, includ- 
ing computerized neurocog- 
nitive testing, balance 
testing, strength and coordi- 
nation testing, screening of 
visual motor skills, vestibu- 
lar (or equilibrium) testing, 
gait assessment, generalized 
neurological screen and an 
orthopedic assessment of 
secondary injuries (e.g. 
neck, shoulders). 

The above testing proce- 
dures may not all be com- 
pleted on the first visit. The 
assessment methods used 
are tailored to the immedi- 
ate needs of the athlete and 
each Healthcare Provider 
uses his/her discretion on a 
case-by-case basis. 


Management Strategies: 


Following a concussion, 
the “sitting in a dark room” 
approach is only effective 
for so long. Concussions, 
like other sports injuries, 
should be properly managed 
and rehabilitated. 

While complete physical 
and cognitive rest is the 
mainstay of concussion care, 
having a health professional 
guide you through this step- 
by-step may prove to be in- 
valuable. 

Recovering from a concus- 
sion can be a difficult and 


frustrating time. At Shift, 
we understand that each 
athlete is affected differ- 
ently and as such, requires 
individualized care. 

Management strategies 
are used to limit the amount 
of impairment as well as ex- 
pedite recovery as much as 
possible. These strategies 
may include any one or a 
combination of the follow- 
ing and are case-dependent: 

- Individualized resting 
strategies and home instruc- 
tion 

- Specific recommenda- 
tions around 
employment/academic de- 
mands 


- Manual therapy for as- 
sociated complaints (neck 
pain, whiplash etc.) 

- Visual motor rehabilita- 
tion 

- Vestibular therapy 

- Physical exertion testing 
and exercise plans for re- 
turn-to-sport 

Once symptom-free, it is 
recommended that each ath- 
lete undergo a step-wise 
process of physical exertion 
testing. Similar to weight 
training, athletes recovering 
from a concussion should 
not skip to 100% exertion 
from 0% in a short time 
frame. 

Physical exertion testing is 


important, not only for 
physical re-conditioning, 
but to guard against symp- 
tom relapse and help pre- 
vent premature 
return-to-sport. 

Our Shift professionals 
can guide you through this 
process. 

Stay tuned for more infor- 
mation that will help you 
live healthier. Thanks for 
checking in.. 


Dr. Pat Graham 

BSc., DC. Chiropractor - 
Core Optimum Health Centre 

(416) 613-=-8110 

thinkcore.ca 
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MISSISSAUGA STEELHEADS 


FINATICS MEMBERSHIPS 


BECOME A SEASON TICKET HOLDER AND RECEIVE ALL OF THE 
EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS OF BEING A FiNATICS MEMBER. 
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NEWS LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Fest to bring “monstrous” fun to Brampton 


A Brampton festival 
that rocked the down- 
town core last year is set 
to return for a second 
round of high-energy 
performances, comedy 
acts and much more. 

MonsterWorld Mashup 
will take over Brampton 
next weekend, and its 
blend of high-energy 
urban music, world 
music, show-stopping 
bhangra, side-splitting 
comedy, and more will 
rock audiences once 
again. 

“Our collective is ex- 
cited to be bringing 
#MonsterWorld Mashup 
back to Brampton, with 
more energy and even 
more spectacular per- 
formances,” the festival’s 
artistic director, Vikas 
Kohli, told Peel Weekly 
News last week. “These 
are the changing voices 
and faces of the GTA.” 

The festival kicks off 
next Friday, May 31 with 
a launch party that will 
take over the Chingua- 


cousy Park Ski Chalet. 
One of Canada’s top 
young comics, Nick 
Reynoldson, experienced 
performer & showrun- 
ner Vandad Kardar, co- 
producer and host of The 
Darjeelings of Comedy 
Harpreet Sehmbi and 
many more comedians 
will all be on tape for the 
festivities, which will be 
hosted by Amish Patel. 
Hailing from Scarbor- 
ough, Ontario, Reynold- 
son is a_ regular 
performer at Colleges 
and Universities across 
North America, and 
earned a COCA Come- 
dian of the year nomina- 
tion, as well as 
appearances in major 
festivals and television 
including Just For 
Laughs, Kevin Hart’s LOL 
Network, JFL42 New 
Faces, Winnipeg Comedy 
Festival, Winner of Ab- 
solute Comedy’s Prove 
You’re a Headliner Com- 
petition, NXNE, MTV, 
MUCH, and _ multiple 


commercials. 

Host Amish Patel’s has 
been a mainstay on tele- 
vision and _ children’s 
shows, including roles 
on Saving Hope, Man 
Seeking Woman, Odd 
Squad and more. 


The following day, the 
free MonsterWorld Con- 
cert will once again take 
place at Garden Square, 
featuring world-class 
performers—featuring 
headliner Parichay and 
many other artists—hit- 


ting the stage for an in- 
credible outdoor show in 
Brampton. 

Tickets are $20 for the 
launch party, while ad- 
mission is free for the 
concert at Garden 
Square. 


For more information 
or to purchase tickets, 
visit the MonsterWorld 
website at Get your tick- 
ets on monsterworld- 
mashup.com. 


PWN-File- Photo 


Hickory Wood grad makes surprise proposal 


In 1996, Rahul Parmar 
and Jasprit Pannag met in 
Grade 3 at Hickory Wood 
Public School. They also 
happened to be neighbours 
who walked to and from 
school together, each and 
every day. 

Although they both at- 
tended the same schools in- 
cluding, Fletcher’s Creek 
Senior Public School, Rahul 
and Jasprit didn’t really be- 
come friends until grade 11 
at Turner Fenton Secondary 
School. 

“We’ve known each other 
for 20 years, and what bet- 
ter place to start our jour- 
ney together than where it 
first started,” says Rahul. 

Fast forward 20 years, 
and Rahul never thought 
that he would be dating 
Jasprit for more than six 
years and returning to 


Hickory Wood to propose to 
his grade three classmate, 
in the same place where it 
all started. 

“It was so exciting to have 
Hickory Wood part of this 
special moment for Rahul 
and  Jasprit,” said the 
school’s principal, Della 
Lataille-Herdsman. “To see 
the sparkle in their eyes as 
they walked down memory 
lane at Hickory was so 
heartwarming!” 

To set up the proposal, 
Jasprit was contacted by the 
Peel District School Bboard 
for what she thought was 
going to be a Peel grad fea- 
ture on their Share the 
Smile website. 

Excited for the opportu- 
nity, Jasprit also suggested 
for Rahul to also be fea- 
tured and asked if there 
was an opportunity for 


them to do the interview to- 
gether. 

Little did she know that 
this was all a set-up and 
there was already a plan in 
place with Rahul. 

As part of the “Peel grad 
feature”, Jasprit was ad- 
vised that the interview 
would take place in their 
old elementary school, 
Hickory Wood, to capture 
the essence of them return- 
ing to their childhood 
school and sharing advice 
with students. 

The planned schedule in- 
cluded doing an interview 
with the couple together 
and then “doing individual 
interviews in separate 
classrooms” - which again 
was all part of the set-up. 

And then they were en- 
gaged! 


to classmate 
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2019/20 Season Rings In At Rose Theatre With Marquee 
Productions, Legendary Bands 


by Alex Gregory 


The stars will be out in 
Brampton this summer, as 
the Rose Theatre will kick 
off its 2019-20 season with 
a who’s-who of celebrity 


performers, workshops, 
gala performances and 
much more. 


More than 70 performing 
groups and solo artists will 
take the stage through next 
spring, as the Rose gets 
ready to introduce a new 
artistic director and a new 
direction forward for the 
theatre organization. 

The season is full of first- 
rate performances from the 
best local, national and in- 
ternational artists, which 
will allow audiences to ex- 
periencing the creative vi- 
brancy of the city, said 
interim artistic director and 
theatre director Jocelyn 
Johnston, who will unveil 
the suite of artists at a sea- 
son launch event this 
evening. 

“(The Rose) is one of our 
country’s most extraordi- 
nary venues,” says John- 
ston, who took on the role 
of interim director after 
Brendan Healy departed 
last year. 30-year theatre 
veteran Steven Schipper 
will take the reins later this 
summer as the theatre’s 


permanent artistic director. 

Long-running Canadian 
rockers Sloan will be one of 
the highlights of the season 
when they perform on Oct. 
10, while standup mainstay 
Howie Mandel will bring 
his signature brand of com- 
edy to the Rose on Nov. 2. 

A selection of celebrated 
artists will grace the stage 
throughout the season, in- 
cluding The Trews, Burton 
Cummings, Kim Mitchell, 
Rufus Wainwright and 
more, while the Crash Test 
Dummies will perform as 
part of their 25th anniver- 
sary tour for the release of 
the smash hit CD “God 
Shuffled His Feet”. 

The lineup also includes 
many emerging musical 
artists, including Meghan 
Patrick, Lydia Persaud, and 
Tanya Tagaq. 

The 2019/20 season will 
also include several con- 
temporary and traditional 
dance performances, 
buoyed by a selection of 
local, regional and interna- 
tional talent, including De- 
cidedly Jazz Danceworks’ 
Juliet & Romeo (Nov. 18), 
which will combine per- 
formances, dance and a jazz 
concert that reimagines 
Shakespeare’s classic tale of 


love and violence. 

Leading Indian dancer 
and choreographer Aditi 
Mangaldas (April 15, 2020) 
will break new ground with 
the classical dance form of 
Kathak when he performs 
on Apr. 15, 2020.. 

Families will be able to 
enjoy plenty of fun and in- 
trigue this season as well, 
with multiple all-ages per- 
formances including Outer- 
bridge Clockwork Mysteries 
(Nov. 30), The Nutcracker: 
A Canadian Tradition (Dec. 
17), and The Next Genera- 
tion Leahy (Dec. 13). 

The summer months of 
July and August will also 
see world-renowned the- 
atre performers take the 
stage, with the returning 
Summer Theatre Series fea- 
turing HUFF, written and 
performed by award-win- 
ning Indigenous playwright 
Cliff Cardinal, taking the 
stage from Nov. 13-15, 
2019. Why Not Theatre’s 
The Archivist, written and 
performed by Shaista Latif, 
will be performed on Mar. 
10 & 11, 2020. 

The highly successful This 
Is Brampton series will also 
continue with opportunities 
for local talent, organiza- 
tions and initiatives, as well 


as an opportunity for multi- 
disciplinary artistic devel- 
opment in Studio I. Key 
curators of the series in- 
clude Brampton’s’ Very 
Own, Sound Drive Records, 
and B-Jazzed. 

“The Rose is incredibly 


proud of what This is 
Brampton has accom- 
plished, and how well it’s 
been embraced by artists, 
curating partners, and au- 
diences,” said Johnston. 


“Our curators are keen to 
create opportunities 


for 


local artists at every stage 
of their career,” says John- 
ston. 

Tickets go on sale this 
coming Monday - for more 
information, visit rosethe- 
atre.ca or call (905) 874- 
2800. 


Sloan will be hitting 
the stage at the Rose 
Theatre on Oct. 10. 
(Photo Courtesy of The 
Feldman Agency) 


Symphony season concludes with “The Resurrection” 


It’s going to be a “mas- 
sive” experience. 

The Mississauga Sym- 
phony Orchestra will con- 
clude its season this 


Saturday evening with a 
performance of Mahler’s 
Symphony No. 2 - backed 
by the 


truly massive 


Get your Peel Weekly News 


Toronto Mendelssohn 
Choir, who will be featured 
as guest vocalists. 

Soloists Christina Camp- 
sall and Jonelle Sills will be 
on deck for the perform- 
ance of the classic sym- 
phony, also known as “The 
Resurrection”. 


The Resurrection Sym- 
phony is an all-embracing 
work, the first of Mahler’s 
symphonies to make use of 
voices and words as well as 
the orchestra, and the 
piece that set him deci- 
sively on the path toward 
the grandly scaled style of 


symphony that was to be- 
come his legacy. 

Spanning 90 minutes, 
Mahler’s Symphony No. 2 
has been deemed one of 
the most massive sym- 
phonies to ever be written. 

Beginning with a funeral 
march and ending in a tri- 
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umphant choral hymn cel- 
ebrating rebirth, Mahler 2 
“tells a story nothing less 
than the story of life” 
(Mahler). 

The five-movement mas- 
terpiece is a critical mem- 
ber of the classical music 
canon. 

Grand symphonic sound 
has been the Toronto 
Mendelssohn Choir’s trade- 
mark for over 125 years, 
and they are one of the 
country’s largest choral or- 
ganizations 

Canadian mezzo-soprano 
Christina Campsall is a 
graduate of the Artist 
Diploma Program in Classi- 
cal Vocal Performance 
from the Glenn Gould 
School of the Royal Conser- 
vatory of Music, where she 
studied in the studio of 
Stephanie Bogle. 

During her studies there, 
Ms. Campsall was a two 
time recipient of the Lil- 


iane Szenteleky Vocal 
Scholarship. 

Canadian soprano Jonelle 
Sills was a winner of the 
York University Concerto 
Competition in 2014, re- 
ceived First Place in the 
National Association of 
Teachers of Singing (NATS) 
auditions and the title of 
“Most promising singer”. 

Currently based in 
Toronto, she has completed 
her studies in the Artist 
Diploma Program (ADP) at 
The Glenn Gould School at 
The Royal Conservatory of 
Music under the mentor- 
ship of Stephanie Bogle 
and Rachel Andrist. 

Tickets for the perform- 
ance are still available, 
starting at $40 and up. 

For more information or 
to purchase tickets, visit 
the MSO website at missis- 
saugasymphony.ca. 


, EEKLY sunscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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Residents turn out for first annual community iftar 
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More than 1,000 participants came to Brampton’s Garden Square last Thursday for a first-ever city-held community iftar, which included a spiritual stage program, cultural displays, prayer and a tradi- 
tional meal that marked the end of the fast. Dignitaries, members of City Council, special guests and Consuls General were on-hand for the live event, which included Quranic recitation, nasheeds 
(songs), Qawwali singer Shahid Ali Khan, Jerrahi Sufi Whirling Dervishes, Naat, stories and speeches. 


The sold-out event recognized the holy month of Ramadan, when Muslims break their daily fast. Meals were provided through generous donations from local sponsors. The event was part of the city’s 
Community Recognition Program, a series of cultural celebrations that are being hosted throughout the year to honour Brampton’s diversity. 


(Photos Courtesy of City of Brampton) 


Bike Month kicks off with 
Brampton “ride to work” event 


It’s time to pull out the 
bike and the helmet, be- 
cause summer season is 
here -- and Bike Month is 
kicking off. 

Brampton will be ringing 
in the annual month-long 
activities with their seventh 
annual “Bike to Work Day” 
event, hosted by the city 
and the Downtown Bramp- 
ton BIA, this Monday, May 
27, beginning at 7:30 a.m. 
at various sites throughout 
the city. 

The event marks the start 
of Bike Month (May 27 to 
June 28) and celebrates cy- 
cling as a healthy, fun and 
viable option for commut- 
ing to work. 

Attendees can expect to 
learn more about riding 
their bikes in Brampton 
and road safety rules. 
There will also be free cof- 
fee, breakfast, prizes and 
complementary bike safety 
checks. 

The Bike to Work event 
will start at four different 
Brampton locations at 7:15 
am and end in Garden 
Square. 


A number of vendors and 
exhibitors will also be 
showcased at the end goal, 
including the Region of 
Peel, the Downtown 
Brampton BIA, Peel Re- 
gional Police, Brampton 
Transit, the Brampton cy- 
cling community and sev- 
eral downtown businesses. 

Bike to Work Day is an 
annual celebration ob- 
served nationally, region- 
ally and locally to promote, 
inspire and empower resi- 
dents to take their bike to 
work. 

For more information 
about the event, visit- 
brampton.ca/cycling. 

“An active community is 
a healthy community,” 
Mayor Patrick Brown in a 
statement last week. 

“We are investing heavily 
into active transportation 
infrastructure to meet the 
goal of an integrated, at- 
tractive and accessible sys- 
tem of cycling facilities and 
trails. I encourage our resi- 
dents to get out their bikes 
and explore our beautiful 


city.” 


Caledon choir lost to budget cuts 


by Alex Gregory 


A Caledon choir is one of 
the latest casualties of the 
province’s education cuts. 

The Mayfield Magnetics, of 
Mayfield Secondary School, 
was told late last week that 
the program would be cut due 
to changes in class sizes in the 
Peel District School Board. 
The Magnetics, along with 
three other lunchtime music 
classes that have been cut due 
to a lack of teachers to staff 
the program. 

Now, students are speaking 
out about the cuts, including 
Grade 11 Mayfield student Is- 
abella.| McCloskey, who 
penned an open letter to Pre- 
mier Doug Ford earlier this 
week criticizing the move. 

"Our government is teach- 
ing students that we do not 
matter, our voices do not de- 
serve to be heard, and our ed- 
ucation is worthless,” 
McCloskey wrote in the letter, 
which was posted on social 
media. “We recognize our 
worth, we will question the 
choices of our political lead- 
ers, and we will never deny 
ourselves the right to stand 
up for our future." 

The Magnetics offered stu- 
dents in Grade 10 through 12 
the ppporaty to take part 
in the ensemble, and would 
give them an additional credit 


for their coursework. 

Students from the ensem- 
ble have also had some high- 
pools success over the years, 

eing involved for two years 
in CBC Music’s Canadian 
Music Class Challenge, which 
pitted groups from across the 
country to perform Canadian 
songs as part of “a salute to 
music education. The Mag- 
netics won the competition in 
2016 and competed as a final- 
ist last year. 

In her letter, McCloskey 
said that she is urging other 
students to fight the fegisla- 
tion, and said that the pro- 


grams help enrich the 
community. 
Her sentiments were 


shared by Grade 12 student 
Matthew Oliveria, who said 
the ensemble was a “commu- 
nity that helped me grow as a 
musician.” 

“It gives me a kind of a 
community that is not offered 
anywhere else: an environ- 
ment for me to learn, not only 
music, but a work ethic, pro- 
fessionalism, interpersonal 
skills, relationship-building," 
Oliveira said during an inter- 
view with CBC’s Metro Morn- 
ing this past Monday. 

Removing specialty courses 
impacts the ability of students 
to discover their passions, 


and will make it so that young 
people will have a lack of in- 
terdisciplinary exposure, he 
continued. 

For the school’s part, the 
administration had to make 
hard choices after their roster 
of teachers were cut from 113 
down to 106, said Kardash, 
and that the school needed to 
ensure that required courses 
have the staff available to run 
them so that students can 
graduate. 

In a statement, Peel District 
School Board spokesperson 
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Carla Pereira said that there 
is still an opportunity to make 
the eicenible an extracurric- 
ular activity again, as the 
Magnetics started out as such 
before transition ing to a 
class. 

"Should Mayfield be able to 
offer the affected courses 
again in the future, they 
would absolutely do so, as the 
school recognizes the tremen- 
dous benefit for students," 
she said in a statement on 
Monday. 
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by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Often in my workshops, I 
do something totally unex- 
pected. I ask each person to 
say “no”. 

As I go through the class, 
there are some who have no 
trouble with it, but there are 
others that almost choke up, 
say it very slow, or very qui- 
etly. This isn’t just women, 
but men also. 

Through our lives, we 
have been taught who rules 
us, and not to say “no”, but 
do whatever they were told 
unquestioned. 

My granddaughter was 
only about three, and we 
were at a party where her 
little friends were all there. 
My son kept calling to her to 
come say hello to me. He got 
angry at her and tried to tell 
her to come immediately to 
me, an adult. 

I told him to stop and un- 
derstand what he was 
telling her subconsciously. 
He did and it hit him hard. 
It was about ignoring the 
fact she was having fun with 
her friends and immediately 
pay attention to me being 
there. He wasn’t giving her 
permission to say “no”. 

I told him she would come 
to me when she had “time” 
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for me, which she did. She 
was so happy and kept talk- 
ing to me. That was a lot 
better than being forced to 
stop the fun she was having, 
and projecting the fact I was 
an adult and doing as she 
was told. 

It is amazing what we 
have been taught as children 
about respecting adults, no 
matter who they are and/or 
what they are asking us to 
do. Think of that. Not having 
permission to say “no” is 
part of what we learn. 

Now, as adults, do we 
allow ourselves to say “no”? 
At work, play or in relation- 
ships, do we know where to 
mark our boundaries? 

I know a friend who was 
molested as a child and now 
so many years later, she, as 
an adult, still has problems 
saying “no”. She was always 
told not to tell anyone, and 
it worked. I can see her 
throat working to say 
things. It is getting better, 
but still there are moments. 

So back to class - I don’t 
know why I started this lit- 
tle tradition, but it seems to 
work with my class. If any 
are having problems, I talk 
to them and ask them to say 


it stronger, and they do. 

They have a strange ex- 
pression when they do, but 
it is about them recognizing 
the difficulty to say “no”, 
and they seem to wonder 
why. 

It also hampers us when 
we can’t say “no”, to be 
caught up in things we don’t 
want to do and being stuck 
there. So, what do we do? 

First, recognize if you ac- 
tually do want to be there or 
not. If the answer is “no” 
you don’t want to be there, 
then start to disengage 
yourself from it. 

It might not be a quick 
process, but allow yourself 
to remove yourself. Life isn’t 
about being stuck where you 
are but to be free to do what 
you want. 

Second, look around to see 
what you do want to be in- 
volved in. Find what inter- 
ests you. Allow yourself to 
be drawn to that. 

If it doesn’t work out, then 
realize that it gave you an 
opportunity you didn’t have 
before. Your life will always 
give you opportunities, and 
some will work out and 
some won’t, but that is how 
it is. 
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Health and Wellness - Saying No 


Enjoy the process and 
don’t get stuck. Remember, 
it is your life and you have 
the right to continue or not. 

Take the time to examine 
who you are or the part you 
are playing in your life. Are 
you happy or just stuck 
doing what you think you 
should be doing? If you have 
children, be aware of the 
messages you give your chil- 
dren. Also realize they are 
watching you and how you 
act. 


If you can’t say “no”, how 
can they? What do you want 
to teach them? Do you want 
to teach them to live their 
life to what they want? Are 
you showing them that or 
are you just showing them 
to follow along and do what 
is expected of them? By 
who? Who is their judge and 
is that what you want? 

The same goes for you. 
Find your happiness, and to 
say “no” when you need to. 
It is your choice and life. 


I always say we weren’t 
meant to follow along and 
even if we are in a group, 
each of us aren’t the same. 

We are meant to follow 
our own path and are happi- 
est when we do. Not every- 
one is a twin of the next one 
and even twins aren’t per- 
fectly matched. 

So, ask yourself where you 
should be saying “no” in 
your life and then do it. Itis 
time. 


monster creative collective 


#MonsterWorld Mashup 


Launch Party & Comedy Show 
May 31@ 6 Pl 


Chinguacousy Park Ski Chalet 
Brampton 


#MonsterWorld Mashup 
Festival 


June1@5PM 
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Mississauga Promotes “Future Unlimited” Initiatives 


Amongst Canada’s most 
innovative cities, Mlissis- 
sauga is leading the way by 
investing in people and mak- 
ing them the key driver to 
long-term economic success. 

With a population that is 
approaching 800,000 resi- 
dents, the city has a growing 
knowledge-based innovative 
ecosystem that is constantly 
engineering future geniuses 
through post-secondary in- 
stitutions like The University 
of Toronto Mississauga and 
Sheridan College. 

In a release last week, the 
city discussed its initiatives 
being helmed to promote 
themselves as a key section 
of the Toronto-Waterloo In- 
novation Corridor, con- 
nected by an_ extensive 
network of highways, rail- 
ways and Canada’s largest 
airport. 

The city is home to over 
90,000 businesses that em- 
ploy more than 438,000 
people. 

According to a recent re- 
port prepared by McKensey 
& Company, the city has the 
potential to become one of 
the world’s top innovation 
ecosystems. 

The city, along with others 


in the Toronto-Waterloo 
Corridor, have the right in- 
gredients to strengthen the 
country’s GDP and narrow 
the prosperity gap, which 
could provide new jobs, offer 
more career options and op- 
portunities, provide stability 
and security while improv- 
ing outcomes for newcom- 
ers, the report explains. 

For example, the Xerox Re- 
search Centre Canada is a 
27,000 sq. foot innovative 
Centre at the Sheridan Sci- 
ence and Technology Cam- 
pus that houses the Research 
Innovation and Commercial- 
ization (RIC) Centre & Green 
Centre of Canada and the 
Ontario Centre of Excellence 
(OCE), who are dedicated to 
helping start-ups bring their 
concept to commercializa- 
tion and for engineers to test 
and develop advanced tech- 
nologies to address climate 
change, medical devices, ad- 
vanced manufacturing and 
connectivity. 

In addition to this, the city 
will soon be home to a state- 
of-the-art innovation hub 
with the development of the 
National Research Council 
(NRC) Mississauga Research 
Facility, which is being built 


in the Sheridan Science and 
Technology Park, adjacent to 
the Xerox Research Centre of 
Canada. 

The facility will become a 
hub for advanced materials 
and development in Canada 
and a catalyst for advanced 
materials innovation and 


commercialization. 

This is NRC’s first invest- 
ment in the Greater Toronto 
Area and will create an op- 


portunity for the city to at- 
tract investment and help 
existing businesses grow 
and succeed. 

The facility is scheduled to 
open in the fall of 2019. 

The city is also taking part 
in other innovative initia- 
tives, such as Sheridan Col- 
lege’s Innovation Hub, a 
partnership with Sheridan 
College is training up and 
coming visionaries through 


its Innovation Hub, that 
brings together a diverse 
range of entrepreneurs and 
innovators to provide start- 
ups with technical support 
and data to help them thrive. 

Additionally, the city is 
working with the public to 
make Mississauga a Smart 
City, which will completely 
transform the way we use 
data and communications 
technologies to increase op- 


erational efficiency, improve 
government services and 
quality of life such as public 
Wi-fi, open data, Advanced 
Traffic Management, mobile 
applications and an Internet 
of Things (IoT) fibre net- 
work that will help with 
everything from traffic man- 
agement to air quality. 

For more information, 
visit the City website at the- 
futureisunlimited.ca. 
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National Public Works Week is run- 
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Public Works Week kicks off with flag-raising 
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series of workshops and 


ning through this weekend, a series of 
events which recognizes the hard work 
and dedication of public works profes- 
sionals in the community. 

Peel municipalities are celebrating by 
building awareness of how public works 
services affect the community every day, 
with a number of fun and engaging ac- 
tivities throughout the week. 

Brampton kicked off its celebrations 
with an opening ceremony and flag rais- 
ing on Tuesday at Ken Whillans Square, 


events designed to teach employees and 
other participants about the value of 
public employees and their contributions 
to local services and initiatives. 
Mississauga will also be celebrating 
this weekend with a full day of activities 
at Celebration Square, including ex- 
hibitors, guided tours of the Mississauga 
Transitway and other bus routes, activ- 
ities, and more fun for the whole family. 


(Photo Submitted by City of Brampton) 


Brampton job fair attracts 
hundreds of residents 


Hundreds of young resi- 
dents turned out to apply 
for full- and part-time job 
opportunities this past 
weekend in Brampton. 

The event, which helped 
promote the Canada Sum- 
mer Jobs Program, was 
hosted by Brampton North 
MP Ruby Sahota, and con- 
nected students with local 
employers looking to hire. 
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“As a young Canadian, 
finding a job can be difficult. 
Finding your first job can be 
even more difficult,” said 
Sahota. “I heard this con- 
cern from parents at the 
door steps, from youth on 
my Youth Council, and from 
employers in our commu- 
nity.” 
More than 200 summer 
jobs were created in Bramp- 


ton North, with more set to 
follow. 

“The feedback (at the 
gala) was extremely positive 
from employers and all the 
youth that attended, and I 
look forward to continuing 
to host similar community 
events in the months to 
come,” said Sahota. 
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Heritage colours on display as Brampton students host 


tree planting event 


by Catherine Soplet 


On May 17, spring 
weather kissed sunshine 
onto Nelson Mendela Public 
School in Brampton, as stu- 
dents planted 45 shrubs 
and 16 trees on _ their 
schoolyard. 

The planting included a 
signature Acer rubrum, a 
Canadian Red Maple. In au- 
tumn, the tree will turn the 
heritage red colour de- 
picted in our Canadian Flag. 

“Citizen Science acctivity 
is a win-win-win," says 
ACER founder Alice Cassle- 
man. "The planting fulfills 
many elements of Ontario 
education curriculum, over 
a full spectrum of grades 
from public through sec- 
ondary school.” 

Students are involved in 
the planting selection, and 
the outdoor planting day 
activity. Later, math and 
science activities use tech- 
nology to take measure- 
ments, upload data, then 
retrieve data in research 
geographically relevant to 
the student. 

ACER, the Association for 
Canadian Educational Re- 
sources was connected to 
Nelson Mandela teachers 
when they applied to TD 
Friends of the Environment 
Foundation to bring Plant- 


ing for Change program. 

Landscaping budgets 
were tight for the newly- 
opened school. There was 
no cost to the school for 
planting and other materi- 
als, including training and 
stewardship resources. 

In exchange for the land- 
scaping upgrade, the 
schools commit to tagging 
the plantings with geoloca- 
tional chips, and taking pre- 
scribed data point 
measurements which are 
uploaded fo cloud storage 
in an open access data 
cloud. . 

Now retired as a career 
department head science 
teacher, Alice founded 
ACER in 1987. 

"Trees are our lungs. 
When students plant trees, 
they grow up with them as 
part of their life," she told 
Peel Weekly News. 

A renewed focus of tree 
canopy impacting the well- 
being for people is also 
proving to be a beneficial 
and welcoming environ- 
ment for animals, birds and 
insects alike. 

If you are interested to 
bring an Acer Planting for 
Change to your school or 
worship lands, contact 
acer-acre.ca. 


Students at Nelson 
Mandela Public School 
plant trees during an 
event on May 17, 
2019. (Photo Courtesy 
of ACER) 
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BikeFest Hits Bramalea Cherry blossoms bloom in Kariya Park 
ee ee 


As part of Bike Month, All 
People's Church in partner- 
ship with Bike Brampton, 
will be hosting the fifth an- 
nual Bramalea Cyclefest 
next Saturday, June 1. 

The event is geared to- 
wards engaging the com- 
munity in conversations 
about health, wellness, en- 
vironmental responsibility 
and youth outreach. 

This event will begin at 
10 a.m. at All People’s 
Church located at 41 Finch- 
gate Boulevard. 

Cyclists will have two 
well-known Brampton 
trails and three distances 
to choose from. The event 
is also open to those who 
would like to walk, run or 
rollerblade. 

Participants are encour- 
aged to register for free 
online at cyclefest.org as a 
team or individual. Regis- 
tration and sign-in are also 
open at 8:30 a.m. on the 


event day. 

This year, the organiza- 
tion’s goal is to raise 
$5,000 for the Salvation 
Army Youth Shelter that 
serves youth all across the 
Region of Peel, said Cycle- 
Fest director Finu Iype. 

“Your participation 
and/or donation towards 
the event will impact the 
lives of the hundreds of 


youth that the shelter 
serves each _ year,” said 
lype. 


A celebration at the end 


of the ride begins at 12p.m. 
at All People's Church 
which includes a barbecue, 
children's carnival games, 
raffles, prizes, photo 
booth, music, group zumba 
and the recognition of 
community partners and 
sponsors. Various munici- 
pal government leaders 
will also be present. 

The Region of Peel, Bike 
Brampton, Salvation Army, 
Peel Police and many oth- 
ers will all be partnering in 
this community event. 
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Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie 
(above) was on-hand Wednesday after- 
noon to ring in the summer season with 
a tour of Kariya Park, located in the 
city’s downtown core, which has seen its 
cherry blossom trees reach full bloom. 
The park, built in recognition of Missis- 


aaah (CAS. 


sauga’s partnership with its “sister city”, 
Kariya, Japan, has 65 cherry blossom 
trees. 

Located near the corner of Kariya Gate 
and Burnhamthorpe Road, the park is 
open seven days a week from 7a.m. until 
9 p.m. (PWN Staff Photo) 
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IN SUPPORT OF 


SickKids 


A WHOLE NEW WAY TO SUPPORT THE HERBIE FUND 


Join us at Beyond Boundless where artists Jim Cuddy, Three Days Grace, 

Alan Frew, Jackie Richardson Susan Aglukark, Jordan John and tap sensation 
Travis Knights bring their talents to the stage in a genre- spanning evening of 
music, dance & performance that supports the Herbie Fund at SickKids. This 


epic night brings a new, fresh energy to fundraising for the Herbie Fund. 


We'll be celebrating 40 years of bringing kids from around the world to 
SickKids for life-altering surgeries they otherwise couldn't get at home. 
The 40th Anniversary of the Herbie Fund will also honour its distinguished 
founders, Paul and Gina Godfrey, and Dr. Robert Filler, who performed the 
first life-saving surgery on Herbie Quinones 40 years ago. 


We hope to see you there. If you can't be, your donations are equally welcome. 


You know how important the Herbie Fund is. 


MAY 24, 2019 

ROYAL CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC, KOERNER HALL 
273 BLOOR ST W, TORONTO 

DOORS: 7 PM | CONCERT: 7:30 PM 
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